CORFE CASTLE

The finest view of Corfe Castle is from Egdon Heath.
There it can be seen on its chalk hill, guarding the gap
which leads from Wareham to the Isle of Purbeck.   The
history of the castle from Saxon times to the Civil War is no
less dramatic than its situation,

Corfe in Saxon times was a royal manor which in the tenth
century was left by King Edgar to his widow Elfrida. This
lady whose beauty and wickedness are legendary was the
daughter of a west country nobleman. The fame of her beauty
reached the ears of King Edgar, who sent one of his thegns,
Athelwood, to see if the report was a true one, Athelwood
fell in love with Elfrida and having informed the King that
though her face was beautiful she was deformed, married her
himself. To his dismay, King Edgar shortly announced his
intention of visiting them. Athelwood confessed his deception
to his wife, who was far from pleased to have been deprived
of a crown. When Edgar arrived, Elfrida, contrary to her
promise to her husband, spared no pains to make herself
attractive. The next morning, when out hunting, Athelwood
was killed and Elfrida married Edgar. When Edgar died in
978, Edward, his son by his first wife, succeeded to the throne,
not Ethelred, the son of Elfrida, The widowed Queen retired
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